Celebration in Worship
Third Sunday of Lent
March 4, 2018
We believe the words of Jesus: “I will never turn away anyone who comes to me.”    John 6:37
GATHERING AROUND THE WORD
The first movement of worship in the Reformed Tradition is always one of remembering.  In our tradition, praise is remembering.  The Psalms of praise recount the mighty acts of God.  That is why the call to worship is most often an adaptation of one of those Psalms.  Remembering puts us in right relationship to God.  It sparks thanksgiving, confession, a willingness to listen and respond.
PRAYER OF PREPARATION

Everlasting God, whose law is perfect and whose judgments are just, speak and act among us today to challenge all 

we do in your church and in our lives that is out of step with your law. May we be raised to new life and become 

authentic witnesses to your love in all we do, wherever we go, that the world might come to know and serve you. 

Amen.
PRELUDE





WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS  (Responsive)

The Lord be with you.


And also with you.
Visitors, friends, members, welcome to worship! We are glad you are here. Please feel free to participate in ways that you feel led, and comfortable if you would just like to observe. We welcome your presence and invite you to join us for coffee in the Fellowship Hall after the worship service.




        





     



*CALL TO WORSHIP (Responsive)









Bev Day
    








 
 Leader:
The heavens are telling the glory of God. 

The firmament proclaims God's handiwork.
People:
We celebrate the steadfast love of God, our Creator. 




Surely God is faithful to all who live in covenant.
Leader:
From the sun’s rising to its setting, the creation speaks. 




Day and night, earth's creatures announce God's works. 
People: 
The Commandments of God are clear, enlightening the eyes. 




God's law is perfect, calling forth our best. 
Leader:
God's foolishness is wiser than human wisdom. 




God's weakness is stronger than human strength. 
People:
The ordinances of God are true and righteous. 




In following them, we gain wisdom and strength. 








Based on Lectionary Readings Psalm 19 and I Corinthians 1:18-25
*HYMN #356


Sing Praise to God, Whose Mighty Acts



Glory to God Hymnal
CALL TO CONFESSION  (Leader)

The psalmist declares that our souls are revived by God's perfect law. We are confronted by that law today. At its 

center is the love of God revealed in Jesus Christ. It is more desirable than all the gold in the world. Let us confess 

those things in our lives that keep us from realizing that love.
PRAYER OF CONFESSION  (Unison)
    

We have come to your temple, loving God, because this is your place, not ours. We confess that we 
sometimes forget whose house this is. We forget that the whole world belongs to you as we scramble 
for all we can claim for ourselves. Our actions deny your love, which is at the heart of your perfect 
law. Our minds have justified the bending and breaking of your law to suit current trends and 
feelings. We cry out for forgiveness and the opportunity for a fresh start. Clear us of hidden faults 
and redeem us from those we recognize and confess. Amen.
PROCLAIMING THE WORD
Proclamation is a natural movement out of confession and into the wholeness God intends for us. Proclamation uses the interpretation of the Church’s sacred texts as a way to help us get in touch with what we can do to come in closer harmony to that which we discern as God’s will for us and for humanity. In our tradition we do not take the Bible literally but claim its value as a witness to the directionality of God’s movement in human history. Thus it becomes a foundation for understanding who we are and what we should be doing to be in harmony with the Divine.

ASSURANCE  (Leader)

When our prayers become more than pious words; when, in awe before God, we truly seek forgiveness; the Almighty 
becomes for us a guiding presence. We are healed, strengthened, and set free from our slavery to sin. In steadfast love, 
God claims us, saying: you are my people. Dare to walk in the footsteps of Jesus.
PASSING THE PEACE  (Responsive)
As an extension of God’s hospitality, let us greet one another with the sign of God’s peace.  
The Peace of Christ be with you


And also with you.
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 









Jennifer Martin











ANTHEM
SCRIPTURE READING



John 2:13-25
SERMON


Anger in the Temple



 
 Lorne Bostwick
The preacher is a fallible human being just like members of the congregation.  She or he has, however, been trained in the tradition and has been set aside to study and interpret the texts in ways consistent with the tradition’s understanding of God. The sermon is not meant to be the only way to understand a text but as an informed proclamation to be used by the community of faith to discern what God is calling us to do and be in our lives together.
RESPONDING TO THE WORD
We the people of God hear God calling and we respond.  Our prayers and offerings as well as affirmations of faith are the result of our hearing.  In the worship service we speak our words of response, but God’s blessing empowers us to live our prayers, our offerings, our affirmations in the places we live and work and play.
*HYMN #174



Come and Seek the Ways of Wisdom


    Glory to God Hymnal 
THE SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER
 
All, including children, are invited to the Lord’s Table. We come to this Table because we are invited and not because we have any worthiness of our own that gives us a right to come. So join the community of faith as we join our Lord in this celebration of life.

 

INVITATION TO THE TABLE 

 
THE CALL TO PRAYER  (Responsive)
         The Lord be with you!

                And also with you!
         Lift up your hearts!

                We lift them up to the Lord!
         Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

                It is right to give our thanks and praise.
 
GREAT PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 
THE LORD’S PRAYER (Unison)
      Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.
     Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
     Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors;

     And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.

     For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.
WORDS OF INSTITUTION    
 
SHARING OF THE BREAD AND THE CUP
                               

MUSIC FOR MEDITATION                         

 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION  (Unison)  
Gracious God, you have gathered us together in this Lenten season, that we might encourage one another to prepare our hearts and minds to follow you in new ways. With the company of all the saints who sit at this Table, and remembering your first disciples who gathered for Passover in an upper room, we proclaim the mysteries of faith that bind us together on the path Jesus revealed. Here at this Table we meet your Spirit, your love incarnate in Jesus Christ. You have fed us and let us drink together united in our salvation. We give you thanks and praise your name. Amen.
AN INVITATION TO OFFERING  (Leader)
     


The Commandments invite us to a Sabbath time in which we give ourselves completely to the worship of God. The gifts we bring are important. But even more, we are invited to commit ourselves to God's foolishness, to the way of love. May it be our passion to extend love to all the earth's people. 
OFFERTORY





*DOXOLOGY #607   


Praise God, From Whom All Blessings Flow   

Glory to God Hymnal

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;


Praise Christ, all people here below;


Praise Holy Spirit evermore;


Praise Triune God, whom we adore. Amen.





*PRAYER OF DEDICATION  (Leader)

We bring our offerings, Oh God, not to buy your favor, but to express our gratitude, not to support an institution, but 
to further your mission. We support the church in its efforts to challenge the false wisdom that pervades our culture. 
We seek to make this community of faith a center of values that are consistent with your will. May we be zealous in 
your service, willing to sacrifice for love's sake, and eager to embrace your word in our everyday living. Amen.
*CLOSING HYMN #766

The Church of Christ Cannot Be Bound

Glory to God Hymnal
BENEDICTION



POSTLUDE
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