Celebration in Worship
July 23, 2017
We believe the words of Jesus: “I will never turn away anyone who comes to me.”    John 6:37
GATHERING AROUND THE WORD
The first movement of worship in the Reformed Tradition is always one of remembering.  In our tradition, praise is remembering.  The Psalms of praise recount the mighty acts of God.  That is why the call to worship is most often an adaptation of one of those Psalms.  Remembering puts us in right relationship to God.  It sparks thanksgiving, confession, a willingness to listen and respond.
PRAYER OF PREPARATION

Loving and faithful God we look to you to nurture and produce a harvest amidst the weeds that grow in our fields.  Focus our attention on your will for us, for our community, for our world, that we might experience your reign among us, yearn for its fulfillment, and give our best efforts toward full realization of the community of faith on earth as it is in heaven.  Amen. 
PRELUDE





WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS  (Responsive)

The Lord be with you.


And also with you.
Visitors, friends, members, welcome to worship! We are glad you are here. Please feel free to participate in ways that you feel led, and comfortable if you would just like to observe. We welcome your presence and invite you to join us for coffee in the Fellowship Hall after the worship service.




        





     



*CALL TO WORSHIP (Responsive)


    





 
Leader:
Let us call on God and give thanks. Let hearts rejoice as we sing God's praise.
People:
Glory be to God in his covenant we find life. But all the people tell of God's wonderful works.
Leader:
Let us open ourselves continually to God's presence. Let us seek the strength that God alone provides.
People: 
Surely the Spirit helps us in our weakness the Spirit searches our hearts and enlarges our prayers.
Leader:
Who can separate us from the love of God? Will hardship, distress, or peril overcome us?   
People:
Nothing can separate us from God's love. We can face all things, knowing God's care. 
*HYMN#771



What is the World Like



Glory To God Hymnal


#38



To Bless the Earth

CALL TO CONFESSION  (Leader)

 We who claim the seed of faith and the power of the Holy Spirit are quick to judge others who are not similarly blessed.  We seek to segregate ourselves from those who are not like us.  We want the places we live, work, and play to be pure.  Wheat and Weeds do not belong in the same field.  Yet your word comes to us reminding us that faith and sin reside in each one of us.  Release us from judgementalism that we may both receive mercy and be merciful. 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION  (Unison)
    

you know us, God, better than we know ourselves. You know the ways we scheme and manipulate for our own advantage. You are aware of how often our deeds fail to match up with the faith we claim. Help us see ourselves with honesty. Give us the will and the courage to change our ways. We give thanks for Christ intercession for us. We rejoice as the Spirit gives voice to all we cannot express. As we claim your mercy for us let us be merciful to others. 
PROCLAIMING THE WORD
Proclamation is a natural movement out of confession and into the wholeness God intends for us. Proclamation uses the interpretation of the Church’s sacred texts as a way to help us get in touch with what we can do to come in closer harmony to that which we discern as God’s will for us and for humanity. In our tradition we do not take the Bible literally but claim its value as a witness to the directionality of God’s movement in human history. Thus it becomes a foundation for understanding who we are and what we should be doing to be in harmony with the Divine.

ASSURANCE  (Leader)
praise God who forgives and restores. Give thanks for the inheritance that is ours in Christ Jesus. We have received mercy upon mercy and pardon that is unmerited. Nothing can separate us from the love of God not death or life, not angels or rulers, not things present for things to come, not heights or depths nor earthly power or anything in all creation can take away God's abiding concern and care for each one of us. Praise God!
CHORAL RESPONSE #



    Sing the Faith
PASSING THE PEACE  (Responsive)
As an extension of God’s hospitality, let us greet one another with the sign of God’s peace.  
The Peace of Christ be with you


And also with you.
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 









ANTHEM
SCRIPTURE READING







Matthew 13:24-30; 36-43
SERMON
Lessons in Sowing: Part 2



Lorne Bostwick, Teaching Elder
The preacher is a fallible human being just like members of the congregation.  She or he has, however, been trained in the tradition and has been set aside to study and interpret the texts in ways consistent with the tradition’s understanding of God. The sermon is not meant to be the only way to understand a text but as an informed proclamation to be used by the community of faith to discern what God is calling us to do and be in our lives together.
RESPONDING TO THE WORD
We the people of God hear God calling and we respond.  Our prayers and offerings as well as affirmations of faith are the result of our hearing.  In the worship service we speak our words of response, but God’s blessing empowers us to live our prayers, our offerings, our affirmations in the places we live and work and play.
*HYMN #714


God of the Fertile Fields


Glory To God Hymnal 

 

 



 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
AND THE LORD’S PRAYER(Unison)

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.


Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.


Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive our debts, as we forgive our debtors;

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.
AN INVITATION TO OFFERING  (Leader)
     


We gather an offering, not so much to support an institution as to follow our passion to share the good news with one another and with many who have never heard it. Amid an atmosphere of deceit and distrust in the world, where community is so seldom realized in our day, we aspire to discover and live God's will for us. Let us give generously. 
OFFERTORY





*DOXOLOGY  (Unison)

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise God, the source of all our gifts!


Praise God, all creatures here below:

Praise Christ, whose mighty power uplifts!


Alleluia! Alleluia!



Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit!










Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!
*PRAYER OF DEDICATION  (Leader)

the gift of your realm is precious to us, oh God. It is worth our greatest efforts and are caring sacrifice. As we search for the best in life, we also want to share our faith discoveries with friends and neighbors. We do that personally and with our giving. May our outreach proclaimed to all that nothing can separate us from your love. We give you thanks that you have entrusted to us all that we are privileged to share. Amen.
*CLOSING HYMN #308

O God, In Whom All Life Begins


Glory To God Hymnal
BENEDICTION



POSTLUDE
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