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We believe the words of Jesus: “I will never turn away anyone who comes to me.”    John 6:37 

 
GATHERING AROUND THE WORD 

 
PRELUDE                
 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 The Lord be with you. 
  And also with you. 
 
Visitors, friends, members, welcome to worship! We are glad you are here. Please feel free to participate in ways that you feel led, 
and comfortable if you would just like to observe. We welcome your presence and invite you to join us for coffee in the Fellowship 
Hall after the worship service. 
 

*Congregation, please stand if you are able. 
 
*CALL TO WORSHIP  (Responsive)       Cathy Watkins, Ruling Elder       
     Leader: From the beginning God saw what God created and called it good! 

  People: On this Anniversary Sunday we worship the God who is the same yesterday, today, and 
forever. 

     Leader: Yet, God keeps making all things new.  As we honor the past let us embrace a new future. 
 People: From generation to generation God renews us with the gift of life.   
      Leader:  Celebrate all that God has done.  Look forward with expectation to what God will do.   
 People: Let us worship God in word and deed this day and every day.  
    
*PRAISE HYMN #694  O God of Every Blessing          Glory to God Hymnal 
  
CALL TO CONFESSION (Leader)          
 Turning around is an image we often use for repentance.  But when we cling to the past to preserve and conserve  
 yesterday’s blessing we impede God’s creativity – God’s renewing grace in our lives.  This morning, even as we  
 celebrate the past, let us confess our sin and find the faith to embrace the future with enthusiastic joy and love.  
 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION  (Unison)  
 Living Christ, who is with us by the power of the Holy Spirit, we confess that we often ignore your 
 presence.  We live as if you were centuries removed from us rather than a trusted companion who 
 desires our health and well-being.  We act as if confession weakens our character rather than blots  
 out our guilt.  Savior, hear our prayer.  Rescue us from all that weighs us down and prevents us 
 from living the abundant life you promised.  Amen.         
  

 
PROCLAIMING THE WORD 

 
ASSURANCE OF PARDON  (Leader) 
      This morning we have the table of blessing set before us.  We have God’s gracious gifts as a heritage.  Your mercy is 
 found in our todays and tomorrows.  Let us live in the mercy and new life God offers us through Jesus Christ.  
  
 

 

 

PASSING THE PEACE 
Through the testimony of our ancestors and our own experiences of  grace, assure us of your love.  May the peace we receive be 
extended to others through our greeting: 

 The peace of the Lord be with you… 
  And also with you. 
 Please share this greeting with one another as it is coming from God. 
 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE               Rev. Jennifer Martin, Teaching Elder           
 
ANTHEM    The Lord Is my Shepherd” from “Requiem        John Rutter 
 
The Lord is my shepherd;    Yea, though I walk through the valley 
Therefore can I lack nothing.    Of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil; 
He shall feed me in a green pasture,   For thou art with me, 
And lead me forth beside the waters of comfort.  Thy rod and thy staff comfort me. 
 
He shall convert my soul    Thou shalt prepare a table for me 
And lead me forth      Against them that trouble me: 
in the paths of righteousness    Thou hast anointed my head with oil 
For his Name’s sake.     And my cup shall be full. 
 
   But thy loving kindness and mercy 
   Shall follow me all the days of my life 
   And I will dwell in the house 
   Of the Lord forever. 
 
SCRIPTURE READING    Acts 2:42-47 
         This is the witness of scripture. 
 Thanks be to God. 
 
SERMON     Beginning    Lorne Bostwick, Teaching Elder 
 
 

RESPONDING TO THE WORD 
 
*HYMN #510    We Gather Here in Jesus’ Name    Glory to God Hymnal 
  

THE SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER 
 

All, including children, are invited to the Lord’s Table. We come to this Table because we are invited and not because we have any 
worthiness of our own that gives us a right to come. So join the community of faith as we join our Lord in this celebration of life. 

 
INVITATION TO THE TABLE   
 
THE CALL TO PRAYER  (Responsive) 
 The Lord be with you! 
  And also with you! 
 Lift up your hearts! 
  We lift them up to the Lord! 
 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



GREAT PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING  
AND THE LORD’S PRAYER  (Unison) 
 Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 
 Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; 
 And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen. 
 
 WORDS OF INSTITUTION     
 
 SHARING OF THE BREAD AND THE CUP 
    
 MUSIC FOR MEDITATION         
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION  (Unison)   
 Gracious God, you have gathered us together, old and young, with the company of all the saints who 

sit at this Table and proclaim the mysteries of faith. Here the past, the present and the future are 
caught up in the Spirit of your love incarnate in Jesus Christ. You have fed us with one gospel and let 
us drink of one sacrifice, which unites us in our salvation, now and forevermore. We give you thanks 
and glorify your name. Amen. 

 
REPORT OF THE ENDOWMENT COMMITTEE           Kathleen Beisse, Ruling Elder 
AND THE SPECIAL ANNIVERSARY OFFERING  
 
AN INVITATION TO OFFERING  (Leader) 

We partake daily of God’s abundance.  Sometimes we do not share as freely as we might if we trusted more.  Yet the 
impulse to give to the work of Christ is born of the gift of faith that has been so freely given to us by God.  Today, 
remembering our past and trusting God’s work into the future, let us stretch a little further than we did last week that 
the good work of Christ may shine a bit brighter in our world. 

 
OFFERTORY 
      
*DOXOLOGY  (Unison) 
 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
 Praise God, all creatures here below: 
 Alleluia! Alleluia! 
  
 Praise God, the source of all our gifts! 
 Praise Christ, whose mighty power uplifts! 
 Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit! 
 Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 
*PRAYER OF DEDICATION (Leader) 
 God who is as near to us as the air we breathe, help us to know your mercy as we distribute mercy.  We make this 
 offering today to make your presence known to our sisters and brothers in the church and our neighbors in this world.  
 Add your blessing that we who give as well as those who receive may all be blessed.  
 

BEARING THE WORD INTO THE WORLD 

*CLOSING SONG #687   O God, Our Help in Ages Past        Glory to God Hymnal  
  
BENEDICTION 
 
POSTLUDE            
                   CCLI 1023827 
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